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Complete website contact details form  
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Chair Ese Enari 

Secretary Alison Dain 

Treasurer Stephen Dain 

Elders Ese Enari 

Shirley Jackson 

Members Alison Dain 

Stephen Dain 

Carolyn Gates 

Email brightonuc@optusnet.com.au 

Website https://brighton.uca.org.au 



 t seems only a matter of weeks since we were last in the midst 

of Christmas, and awaiting the coming of a new year. But here 

we are again, on the cusp of 2021 and a new decade. 2020 has 

been a year that many people would prefer to forget. Roll on 1
st
 

January! 

 

The litany of woes that have beset the past twelve months is 

extraordinary. The year began at what turned out to be the tail 

end of a long and severe drought, and with hundreds of fires 

burning destructively right across NSW. No sooner had the worst 

of the fires been brought under control than a number of areas – 

some of them which had already been hit by fire – were inundat-

ed by flood waters. And then came the pandemic. Covid-19 be-

gan as a mysterious illness afflicting other nations, about which 

few of us gave a second thought. But it went on to wreak havoc, 

death, economic destruction and social disruption around the 

world – and as the new year turns, it continues to do so, despite 

the advent of vaccines which promise an eventual end to the 

chaos. 

While we have all been distracted by these immediate dangers, 

the far greater danger of our changing climate continued largely 

unabated and largely unaddressed throughout the 2020. Earlier 

this month, the UN Secretary-General, António Guterres, gave 

his most urgent warning yet of the imminent danger of climate 

catastrophe, and more recently 

called on all the nations of the 

world to declare a climate emer-

gency, because the danger fac-

ing the planet is so imminent 

and so potentially catastrophic. 

 

While predicting the future is a 

foolhardy game to play, when 

we reflect on what has changed 

during this past year, it is clear 

to see that the world we  

embrace after 1
st
 January will not look like the world of twelve 

months ago. It will be a less certain, less affluent and more dan-

gerous place. We have all been reminded of our vulnerability to 

disease and our utter dependence on the hygiene of others. The 

dangers posed by packed aircraft and cruise ships have damp-

ened the urge to travel for many of us. Most of us have suffered 

financially in one way or another because of the deep slump 

brought on by the pandemic, and are unsure of where we’ll end 

up if and when economic activity returns to something approach-

ing “normal”. More seriously, the disparities of wealth – the gap 

between the “haves” and the “have-nots” – has widened both 
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here and elsewhere, with the young suffering disproportionately from 

unemployment and economic hardship. At the same time, most nations 

have spent so heavily to get through the pandemic that they enter the 

new decade with unprecedented levels of debt, and depleted resources 

to attack the problems which will be posed by the future. 

 

On the other hand, there are definitely positives that have come out of 

this horrendous year. We learned the vital importance of many workers 

who have long been underpaid and under-esteemed. Our ability to keep 

functioning depended on cleaners, supermarket workers, health care 

workers, teachers, public transport and truck operators and delivery 

drivers. It is a lesson we should not quickly forget. 

 

We also learned that governments can make a real difference. We were 

blessed in Australia by an overall consensus and co-operation between 

State and Federal Governments, and strong leadership by each Premier 

and the Prime Minister; while we looked on in disbelief at the chaos and 

destruction that resulted in some other nations with  

dysfunctional and dishonest leadership and a culture of distrust in  

government. 

 

We learned that, as a general rule, scientists can be trusted, that their 

knowledge, research and experience can inform better public policy. 

The Chief Scientists across the Australian jurisdictions guided policy, 

which proved exceptionally successful in controlling the virus, and all 

but eliminating it, allowing Australians to come to Christmas and its ritu-

als far more confidently than in many other places in the world where 

scientific advice was jettisoned by politicians who were sure they knew 

better. 

 

I also suspect that the cacophony of climate-related disasters both here 

and around the world, the demonstration of the wisdom of accepting 

what a massive consensus of scientists has to say, and the almost des-

perate, pleading warnings by respected world leaders about our climate 

emergency, have shocked many of us out of our complacency about 

climate change. 

 

I am not usually one for new year’s resolutions, but in this extraordinary 

time, I would encourage us all to take to heart the lessons of 2020. Let’s 

resolve to build a fairer and more equitable society, in which all people 

are valued, irrespective of their level of wealth or their occupation, and 

all are afforded a decent living income. Let’s resolve to be less cynical 

about our leaders, but to remind them of what they look like when they 

are at their best, and demand that they meet that standard much more 

consistently. Let’s eschew the conspiracy theories which abound on the 

internet and are fed by fear, cynicism and isolation, learn to identify and 

accept authoritative information, and have the courage to call out those 

who claim an entitlement to “alternative facts”. With that in mind, let’s 

get serious about the part Australia must play in dramatically reducing 

carbon emissions to try to slow global warming. 

 

As Christians, we are called to make the world a better place. The gen-

eration who emerged from World War II resolved to make a world better 

than the one which entered the conflict in 1939, 

and we have all benefited from their determina-

tion. The beginning of a new decade offers us 

the same opportunity. We can quickly forget the 

things we have learnt, or we can take them to 

heart and build a brighter future. The challenge 

poses a test for both our character and our 

stewardship of our world. Let’s resolve not to 

fail. May it not be said by our children and our 

children’s children, 

Our fathers sinned, and are 

no more; 

it is we who have borne their 

iniquities. (Lamentation 5:7) 

Alan Harper OAM 
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Please arrange substitutes when you are not able to do your allocated time. 

Communion Sundays—someone please bring bread 

Date 

Jan 

Colour Preacher &  

Worship Leader 

Musician 

  

Bible 

Reader 

Welcomers Projector Open close + 

Communion 

Morning 

tea 

God’s 

Gang 

Prayers of 

the People 

  03   Stephen Dain Alison & 

Marques 

Terangi 

Charles & 

Harry 

Ese Pam &  

Talafu 

Shirley & 

Terangi 

Dennis Gates 

& Dain family 

Terangi 

10  John Pritchard 

& Ese Enari 

Alison & 

Komiti 

Carolyn Gordon Alison & 

Stephen 

Children in 

Church 

Harry 

17   Alan Harper Alison & 

Arinona 

Sydney Komiti Carolyn & 

Charles 

Shirley & 

Terangi 

Sydney 

24   Rev Dr Hawea 

Jackson 

Alison, 

Marques, 

Komiti, 

Arinona 

Alison Stephen Gordon & 

Arinona 

Charles & 

Pam 

Charles 

31   Joe Matamua & 

Ese Enari 

Alison & 

Komiti 

Pamela Shirley  Ese & Sara-

Belle 

Children in 

Church 

Silent  

prayers 

 he Craft Group had its final meeting for this year on 

the 10
th
 December and we went to the Ramsgate 

RSL for lunch.  We (Rhonda, Alison, Elaine, Kerry,  

Betty and Cathy) were joined by Nipa, Mere Pam, 

Charles and Terangi and had a very good sociable 

time.  Charles got a few passing comments being the 

only male present. 

As with so many other groups and organisations, our 

Craft Group had to close for about 23 weeks during the 

pandemic.  However, work carried on at home and we 

were able to fill our 75 Samaritan’s Purse Christmas 

boxes with further contributions from church members, 

other friends and a generous donation towards postage 

from the Kogarah Church. 

We plan to resume on the first Thursday of February, 

which is the 6
th
, 10am – 12 noon.  We would love to 

welcome new members but at the moment we are  

limited to 7 in Auntie Marie’s Room.  Let’s hope that 

things improve in 2021. 

Alison 
(clockwise from bottom left) 

Cathy, Pam, Charles, Betty, Rhonda, Alison, Mere, Nipa, Terangi, 
Kerry and Elaine. 
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